
Rector’s Letter...

~
“Courageous in Community: One Body, One 
Spirit, One Hope”

Stewardship Update

Dear Pohickians:

Autumn’s crisper air and 
changing leaves hint of both 
traditions and transitions. 

Traditions, in the sense that 
we look forward to regathering 
in Worship and Christian 
Formation, Apple Butter, 
Country Fair, and many classes 
and activities. 

Transitions, in the sense that 
we continue to experience 
change, loss, and uncertainty 
during these lingering days of 
pandemic. 

It’s crucial to support one 
another through transitions. 
Together we struggle, we ask 
the questions, and we rediscover 
our hope in the Risen Lord. 
 

Christian communities have 
met together from the very 
beginning, whether in homes or 
in churches. Being community is 
an integral part of being the Body 
of Christ. We need to gather, 
share our faith, and grow in love, 
as together we experience our 
deaths and resurrections.

This time last year, during the 
height of social distancing, 
we could not gather indoors. 
With resilience and creativity, 
we continued to experience 
community – a community 
without walls.

October 2021

 what’s INSIDE

POHICK POST

~
Pohick will offer two new Support Groups later 
this Fall and into 2022. 

New Support Groups 

~
A virtual tour of Pohick Church, in partnership 
with Mount Vernon

Virtual 360-degree tour



Thankfully, this Fall most of us are experiencing 
community inside our beloved colonial church and 
parish hall again. Others are cautious about returning 
just yet. Either way, our community life does not look 
exactly like it used to. If we’re honest, we continue to 
experience that as loss. 

We have experienced other losses as well: several 
beloved Pohickians have died. We continue to pray 
for their families and support those who are widowed.

Even as we mourn, we do find signs of new life, joy 
and hope in a renewed sense of community! We 
experienced a scaled-back but wonderful Apple 
Butter weekend, thanks to efforts led by Stew Remaly 
and John Pasour. We began singing again in Worship, 
and serving as acolytes, LEMs, choristers, ushers and 
greeters. We continued to support outreach efforts. 

In October, we experience our 75th Annual Country 
Fair – perhaps a little different but with a renewed 
sense of colonial roots and family fun. We give thanks 
for our brand-new stage built by Chris Brown, John 
Pasour and others. It will accommodate our own 
fabulous Pohick Pickers during the Fair. The stage will 
also be used in a new way, for outdoor community 
concerts!

We rejoice in outstanding new staff members 
Dave Leahey, Music Minister and Digital Ministry 
Coordinator; Sherry Rice, administrative assistant; 
and The Rev. Celal Kamran, Assistant to the Rector 
and Youth Minister. Pohickians supported Rev. 
Celal in presence and prayer at his ordination to the 
priesthood in September. I was honored to preach his 
ordination sermon.

With both traditions and transitions, we continue 
to be courageous, big-hearted, and full of hope. Our 
2021-22 Stewardship Theme will be “Courageous in 
Community: One Body, One Spirit, One Hope.” I hope 
you will listen and pray about the many messages 
you hear from our Stewardship Team, including Chair 
Fuzzy Thurston’s Stewardship Perspectives, and Mike 
Elston, Vestry commissioner, as well as some special 
speakers whom I’ve invited to share their stories. 

Rejoice: Now Pohick Church can experience 
community in both an in-person and virtual way, as 
necessary! So enjoy our fall traditions! Meanwhile, 
fully experience, mourn, and embrace our transitions, 
together, courageous in community. 

In Christ’s Love,
~Rev. Lynn+
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Why ask questions?
I grew up in a Christian household. My parents are 
devout Christians and churchgoers. My paternal 
grandfather was a priest. So, when I think back to my 
early faith, I think about how easy it was to fall into 
it. It was all around me. In fact, I thought that this was 
just the norm. Even in Pakistan, I thought everyone 
just went to church and was a Christian. This has been 
the model for the Christian faith for a long time. Our 
cultural, family, and community orientation guides us 
in our beliefs. This is not wrong, but for me, what was 
missing was asking questions about my faith. Because 
I grew up in the Church, I did not question my faith 
or what I believed in early on. As my faith grew, I did 
start asking more questions which only helped my 
faith grow stronger.
On the opposite end, one of the founders of Alpha 

Course, Nicky Gumbel grew up an atheist. He 
describes himself as an argumentative atheist who 
would always try to debate his religious friends. 
Yet, in his pondering faith and particularly asking 
the big questions about life, he started yearning for 
something more. This led him not only to his Christian 
faith but later to ordained ministry. This led him to 
develop Alpha Course particularly for non-Christians 
who always had questions or even doubts about the 
faith, like he did. There are many stories like this of 
nonbelievers asking questions which led to a deep 
and outspoken faith.

I think this shows the power of asking questions 
about our faith no matter where we are in our faith 
journey. Because when we ask questions, we take 
what we have heard about God, about church and 
about life, and we contextualize it to our lives. We ask, 
“Does this actually work for me?” and that in itself is 
transformative because it moves knowledge of God 
down from intellect to experience. When we ask 
questions like, “Is God important to me? Does Jesus 
save? Or is Church worthwhile?” we are interacting 
with the larger questions of life and our role in it and 
we get to experience for ourselves rather than being 
told about it from someone else.

So, if you are curious about aspects of the Christian 
faith whether you have been a believer for a long time 
or are a newcomer still exploring what you believe, I 
invite you to Alpha Course, Sundays at 9:15 am in the 
Vestry House or through Zoom. Together we will talk 
and listen to each other about what we believe and 
where we come from in the hope that we can learn 
from each other and grow in our faith in whatever 
way the Spirit leads.

More information on Alpha Course at Pohick can be 
found at pohick.org/alpha

~Rev. Celal

KIKI CODERRE 
PRAYER MINISTRY

Charlotte Knipling and Carolyn Cockroft will co-lead 
Prayer Ministry gatherings, where participants will 
practice forms of contemplative prayer (Lectio Divina, 
centering, etc) and intercessory prayer. First and third 
Monday evenings in the newly renovated Vestry 
House, from 6-7 pm. First gathering is All Saints Day, 
Monday, Nov 1. No experience necessary! Beginners 
welcome! 

~Rev. Lynn+
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NEWS FROM THE 
SENIOR WARDEN

What a difference a year makes!  Last year Apple 
Butter was being made at home, worship was only 
online, social distancing was mandated, singing was 
in our heads, and everyone was missing favorite Fall 
events like the Activities Fair, Apple Butter Weekend, 
and the Country Fair!  Happy to report that with a 
new Church Year, many of the regular (yet downsized) 
fellowship activities are making a comeback.  All of the 
wonderful ministries led by the Vestry, and so many 
great servants of Christ, are in full swing providing in 
person fellowship support, virtual fellowship support, 
and outreach.  The entire Church Staff is continuing 
to guide the Spiritual Journeys of the congregation 
through prayer, music, education, evangelism, 
fellowship, and healing.  Although it’s been a tough 
year, hope springs eternal when the Love of Christ fills 
the heart.  Thanks again to all who have been working 
so hard behind and in front of the scenes to make 
every event a success.   Welcome to all the newcomers 
and welcome back to everyone as life becomes more 
normal and open.  Pohick is a strong, caring and loving 
Church Community, where everyone strives to serve. 
 
 As always, please let the Vestry know any suggestions 
or thoughts that can contribute to the parish via email, 
phone, Facebook Messaging or text messaging.   The 
Senior Warden can be reached at 703/595-5663 or 
by email at remalyse@gmail.com. To present formal 
requests, the Vestry encourages the use the Vestry 
Gram as a good process to make sure responses are 
timely.     

PS:  Please see any Vestry Representative, for 
information on running for Vestry next year.

-Stew Remaly

INVITE WELCOME CONNECT 
August Newcomers’ Dinner 
On August 20, 2021, we spent a wonderful evening 
welcoming newcomers to Pohick Church.  Reverend 
Lynn and her husband, Tom, graciously hosted the 
evening at the Rectory.  The weather was  good after a 
rainy day and everyone could relax outside on the patio 
as well as in their lovely home.  We enjoyed getting 
to know six newcomers to Pohick Church.  There are 
several other newcomers who were unable to attend. 
Hopefully there will be another get-together in the 
upcoming months.

Invite Welcome Connect is a ministry of Christian 
Fellowship to welcome the church’s newcomers and 
make them feel at home by introducing and inviting 
them to the many church activities.  Everyone at Pohick 
is a part of this ministry!

- SuSanne Leon

~MARTHA GUILD~
The Martha Guild will meet via ZOOM on Monday, 
October 11, 2021 beginning at 7:30 pm.  All Women of 
the Church are cordially invited to attend the meeting.  
The link to the Zoom meeting will be posted on the 
Pohick website.  Any questions, please contact Connie 
Myers at 703-201-2204 or jetskiing@hotmail.com

- Connie MyeRS

SAILING AWAY
On October 26, Carmel and Alex Hodge will be leaving 
from Annapolis for their dream sailing trip that will 
include so many wonderful adventures.  To follow 
them on their travels, Carmel will be posting updates 
along the way.  Access sailingliberty.life.  Pohick is 
very grateful for their gifts of time and talent, and we 
will miss them.” Please keep Carmel and Alex in your 
thoughts and prayers. 
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STEWARDSHIP PERSPECTIVE
foR THE WEEk of SEPTEmbER 19, 2021: 
Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.  This promise belongs 
to you and your children and to all who are far off— to all whom the Lord our God will call to 
Himself.” … Those who embraced his message were baptized, and about three thousand were 
added to the believers that day.  They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. A sense of awe came over everyone, and the 
apostles performed many wonders and signs.… (Acts 2: 38-39 & 41-43)

This week we’re going to talk about miracles. First let’s think about the setting.  Jesus’ miracles are all performed 
within a radius of maybe 50 miles and in truth, they are small miracles.  He turns water into wine at a wedding feast 
being attended by maybe a hundred people – most of whom, so far as we know, never realized the miracle had been 
performed (“the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not know where it 
was from, but the servants who had drawn the water knew” (John 2:9)).  He raised a friend from the dead.  He cured 
the sick.  And, in the miracle perhaps affecting the most people, He fed 5,000 who probably again never realized 
they had been a part of a miracle.  He never went to battle to slay the Jew’s enemies and never set up a force field 
around Jerusalem (referencing Marvel’s Black Panther).  He didn’t put an end to the practice of slavery or create 
a self-sustaining warehouse of loaves and fishes to feed all the hungry of the land.  His miracles were performed 
in conjunction with the Holy Spirit and when Jesus’ time on earth was over, the Holy Spirit remained to help His 
followers to continue His work in our world – a task they set about doing almost immediately.

Now it’s time for a pop quiz.  Question one: the Biblical apostles are all dead so who is left to perform miracles 
today?  If you answered “all baptized Christians including me” you’d be right.  Question two: but there are millions 
of hungry people in the world.  How can I feed them all?  If you answered “I can’t feed them all by myself, but I can 
help feed a few” you would be right again.  Question 3: The only thing you can hit with a hammer is your thumb.  
How can you help shelter the poor?  If you answered “not all Christians have been given the gift of coordination and 
while I can’t swing a hammer, I can feed the workers or drive the sick to a medical appointment or man a booth at 
the upcoming Country Fair” you’d be right again.  Question 4: Where can you find a ministry that fits your talents?  
If you answered “I can look at the Pohick web site under ministries” you are right yet again.  Last question: Does 
God really expect you to give back a portion of your time, talent and treasure?  If you don’t know the answer to this 
one, stay tuned for next week’s Stewardship Perspective.

YouR STEWARDSHIP CommITTEE
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Of the 27 books of the New Testament, Paul wrote 13 of the books. These 
letters to churches and individuals help create the majority of Christian 
theology. Today, 2000 years later his words still can inspire and give us 

space to reflect as modern day seekers. 
 

As a Bible study small group, we look forward to diving into his letters to 
understand the early church, what it meant to live by faith, and how we 
can find hope in those words today as we continue to build community 

during uncertain times. 
 

The goal is to:
• Build community while navigating the unknown. 

• Collectively create a safe space to ask questions, process the messy, 
and remove feelings of isolation. 

This course will be as low maintenance as possible. 
Come as you are with an open heart and open mind. 

 
The kick off session will be October 3 at 7:00 pm via Zoom. Please note 

this is a study that can be joined at any time. 

Please email Amy.L.Bontrager@gmail.com with any questions.  

REGISTER HERE

What a joy it is to finally have singing back in church! After a time of regression 
from our previous less frigid covid restrictions, we are singing our favourite hymns 
in church once again. The last couple of months have been frustrating for many of 
us, none moreso than our own Pohick Choir. During July, our music schedule was 
finalized, sheet music was handed out, mp3s were sent, and rehearsal schedules were 

confirmed. It was mid-August for all of our plans to have a drastic change. From a full choir, we were now 
only allowed eight singers present, with social distancing. New signup sheets were created for eight singers 
to volunteer their time each week, leaving other members of our choir frustrated. While Rev. Lynn and I 
still seek to protect the vulnerable by being vaccinated and wearing masks, it’s good to be back in church 
with a full choir, a full church, and some wonderful hymns of praise! I am also hopeful that our youth choir 
will also resume rehearsals soon too. It’s time to focus on the positives and enjoy the gift of music in our 
church once again!
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SINGING IN CHURCH IS BACK!



Pohick has always enjoyed a close relationship with 
Mount Vernon, Gunston Hall, and other historic 
associations. This year, we are strengthening bonds 
with Mt Vernon, through a variety of shared projects. 
An exciting one is a Virtual 360-Degree Tour we are 
creating with the help of Mt Vernon. You might go to 
Mt Vernon’s web page to see their virtual tour.

This summer, Doug Bradburn not only graciously 
agreed to collaborate on this worthwhile endeavor as 
speaker and consultant; he offered the assistance of 
some of his most gifted staff! Mt Vernon Marketing VP 
Matt Briney is consulting on our 360 Tour and providing 
professional camera people and equipment. 

I asked Pete Kind and the Pohick Historic Foundation 
to sponsor this project, and two Pohick docents are also 
involved: Dick Hamly has drafted a script, and Micheyl 
Bartholomew will assist with props and production. 
Speakers from Mt Vernon and Pohick will discuss 
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various aspects of Pohick Church, beginning with my 
introduction bridges history with the present and 
future. I am delighted that both Doug Bradburn and Mt 
Vernon Ladies Association Vice-regent Ann Scott have 
agreed to narrate respective stories.

Meanwhile, if you shop at Mt. Vernon’s Gift Shop, look 
for our new tract pamphlet promoting Pohick Church 
Docent Tours! 

Also, the Washington Presidential Library (Fred W Smith 
National Library) has asked me to speak at Becoming 
George Washington: The 2021 George Washington 
Symposium, November 5-6. As symposium guests 
view our 1732 Vestry Minutes on display, I will address 
George Washington’s participation and formation at 
Pohick Church. 

~ Rev. Lynn Ronaldi

VIRTUAL 360-DEGREE TOUR OF POHICK CHURCH, 
WITH MOUNT VERNON



From the first week of the pandemic in March 2020, 
we intentionally built and maintained community at 
Pohick, even when we could not gather. The theme of 
last year’s 2020-21 Stewardship Campaign was: “Being 
Community, With or Without Walls.”

The first Sunday after the world shut down in March 
2020, Tom began recording Morning Prayer and 
spiritual reflections on FB Live, using an I-phone. 
Pandemic gathering guidelines changed frequently – 
and we pivoted quickly -- from worship recorded in 
the Rectory, to the Courtyard, to the Church --with or 
without music as restrictions allowed.

We never slowed down. Rarely looked back. Within 
a month, we had assembled a planning group of 
Pohickians to look forward. 

This year we assembled a group of tech-savvy and 
devoted parishioners to replace Pohick’s outdated 
web-page technology. We planned and executed a new 
digital A/V system for worship. Thanks to a generous 
gift, we ran internet into our historic church and 
installed state of the art cameras in the church linked 
to a digital control center in the parish house.  Ben 
Charbonneau, Carmel and Alex Hodge, John Sessums, 
Chris Brown, John Wooten, and Tom Ronaldi, among 
others, are pioneers of our new “Digital Ministry.” 
We mastered Zoom technology and implemented a 
Wednesday Zoom compline service, and Zoom-based 
Bible studies that kept us connected. 

When allowed, the Pohick community met in person 
in the Courtyard. Dave Billingsley, Stew Remaly and 
Connie Myers faithfully spearheaded crews to set up 
and tear down, Sunday after Sunday. Live-streaming 
connected us to new people and former parishioners 
alike.  As restrictions allowed, clergy visited parishioners 
in person, and the Community of Hope and Vestry 
assisted with pastoral calls. 

You witnessed and remarked on these efforts to 
maintain and build community. You prayed, encouraged 
and participated. In 2020-2021, Pohickians contributed 
to one of the most healthy Stewardship seasons ever at 
Pohick! We are grateful for your faithfulness and love!

As we provided generously for new technology, 
personnel, and other needs, the Gospel mandate to 
“make disciples” has flourished! Visitors and seekers 

STEWARDSHIP 2021-22

“Courageous in Community: 
One Body, One Spirit, One Hope”

“Courage” may not mean exactly what we think it does. 

The root of “courage’ is the Latin word “cor,” for “heart.” 
These days we associate courage with being heroic, 
brave and strong. Based on its original meaning, 
courage means much more than this. Having courage 
means being heart-centered. It’s about allowing our 
faith to move from our heads to our hearts. It’s about 
sharing our losses and joys with humility, honesty and 
integrity -- from the heart. 

Being heart-centered with one another as we 
experience life’s deaths and resurrections is central 
to maintaining a healthy community. At no time in 
our lifetime have we experienced more upheaval, 
disruption, and fear than in the past 18 months.

Pohick is weathering this era of pandemic and political 
divisiveness with grace, perseverance, and resilience. 
Yet, whether conscious of it or not, our community of 
faith is still grieving losses we may or may not have 
named:
• normal routines
• the way our children go to school and Sunday school
• the way we worship
• people retiring, changing jobs, moving away
• sickness and loss in our families
• deaths of beloved parishioners 
• ongoing fear of what’s next
• displaced anger and resentment
• general, low-level depression and anxiety.

Leaning on God for strength and wisdom, your Clergy, 
Vestry, Staff, and Lay Leaders have consistently, 
prayerfully, and quickly pivoted “on a dime” to keep 
Pohick safe, while maintaining a sense of community. 

We’ve addressed Pohick’s emotional and spiritual 
“heart” head-on, with sermons, reflections, and a 
pastoral phone tree that connected everyone. We 
communicated hopeful messages to those feeling 
isolated, afraid, and anxious.
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are discovering Pohick Church. In early months, our 
FB live services got up to 5,000 views per Sunday! Our 
community remained connected, the Pohick diaspora 
re-connected, and newcomers arrived. 

Through sermons, reflections, studies, pastoral care 
and outreach, we shared messages of God with us 
in suffering, and hope in resurrection. We embraced 
moderation in a polarized world. 

We creatively applied drive-through outreach 
techniques to remain connected to the wider 
community. Edwardene, Stew and Tom spearheaded 
monthly drive-through food drive efforts. Frances and 
others planned a hugely popular outdoor Live Nativity. 
Frances and John also planned and implemented 
a hybrid version of Vacation Bible School. The 
Brotherhood created a Halloween Community Drive-
Through event. 

This summer, we were blessed with gifted new staff 
bringing new gifts to the table: Rev. Celal Kamran 
and Music Minister David Leahey. With a degree in 
Information Technology, Dave has enhanced our web 
page, and created exciting new promos for social media. 
Our new Assistant Rev. Celal has applied his energetic 
and insightful gifts as Youth and Family Minister.
This fall, we have returned with joy to attending in-
person services in our beloved church, and more 
recently, singing on Sundays. 

We rejoice and give thanks for the ways we have 
maintained a strong sense of community and purpose 
throughout this period of pandemic, worldwide chaos, 
and division.  Yet there is more to do. Some of our 
2021-22 goals include:

• Build upon our sense of Christian community. 
• Maintain and enhance our new Digital 

Ministry, especially hybrid worship, study, and 
communication capabilities. 

• Support our gifted staff and ministries of our 
lively parish. Especially as needs change, with 
Information Technology and flexibility in reaching 
youth and families in new ways.

• Re-brand our historic church: transition from being 
known as “a museum,” to being known as a lively 
community of faith that bridges history and future. 

• Develop clearer, bigger, more informational 
signage, strategically placed. 

• Create a Virtual Tour and other promotional 
opportunities with Mount Vernon. 

• Emphasize our spiritual heritage, prayer life, and 
message of moderation.

• Enhance the ways we serve and minister to families, 
youth and children.

• Provide additional support for the grieving.
• Build a permanent accessibility ramp and start on 

an elevator. Use our new golf carts to transport the 
disabled. 

This year we turn to healing and growing in community. 
No doubt, every one of us has experienced trauma and 
loss throughout this last 18 months. Consciously or 
not, we grieve what was; we fear for the future. Left 
unnamed and untended, unexpressed grief and fear 
can turn into angry and other harmful behavior. 

Thus we will practice being courageous in community 
and sharing our stories. We will begin with four adult 
forums in November. There we will address mutual 
support in loss and healing; military family support; 
and support for the widowed.

Our Stewardship Theme this year is: 
 “Courageous in Community: One Body, One Spirit, 
One Hope.” 

As we enter this Stewardship Season led by Fuzzy 
Thurston and Mike Elston, I hope you will listen 
carefully to:

• Sermons about practicing courage and hope 
together in uncertain times

• Stewardship Perspectives encouraging us to 
respond to God’s presence with gratitude

• Stories of people who have discovered Pohick 
digitally and connected in new ways

• Stories of hope found in our community, with or 
without walls

• Stories of resilience and creativity, of persistence in 
unity, love, prayer, and hope.

Please prayerfully consider how you will contribute to 
Pohick’s heart-centered ministry. How will you share 
your heart, and courageously contribute your time, 
talent and treasure?

In Christ’s Love,
~Rev. Lynn+
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UPDATE ON ISSUES IN 
ANGLICAN COMMUNION

The Church in Wales has voted to allow priests to 
bless same-sex civil unions, or marriages solemnized 
elsewhere. The vote approving a Service of Blessing 
came after a day-long debate. All three orders in its 
Governing Body – bishops, priests and lay people -- 
supported the move; the church’s bishops supported 
it unanimously.

In introducing the proposal, the Bishop of St Asaph, 
the Rt. Rev’d Gregory Cameron, said he supported 
the bill “because I am seeking to be a faithful follower 
of Christ. We are talking about real disciples of Jesus 
Christ and not categories of people. . . They’re not 
abstractions, not folk who are promiscuous. At a time 
when marriage is deemed unnecessary in our society, 
it is LGBT couples coming to church for support for a 
union sanctioned by law.”

“It is not an adequate response for the Church to say: 
‘Repent, go away, and sin no more,’ or ‘We prefer 
you to go and live in secrecy or shame,’” he added. “I 
read the Bible to understand the principles by which 
God engages with humanity. Isn’t it time to apply 
contextual reading to the Bible on matters of sex?”
Opponents expressed concerns for the unity of the 
Anglican Communion. If the bill was passed, it would 
be “throwing away 400 years of traditional orthodox 
teaching,” said one opponent. “The vast majority 
of Anglicans are not where you are at present,” 
said another. Others wanted to wait to see if some 
guidance comes out of next summer’s Lambeth 2022 
gathering of bishops from across the Communion.

The bill allows the blessings for a five-year trial 
period, and includes a conscience clause allowing 
priests ultimate discretion as to whether to bless a 
couple or not. It does not allow same-sex marriages 
in Welsh churches. The 2013 law allowing same-sex 
marriages in the United Kingdom said they would 
not be permitted in the Church in Wales until the 
Governing Body specifically asks the Lord Chancellor 
to in effect amend the law to permit them. 

* * *
Archbishop of Canterbury Justin Welby, Pope Francis 
and the Ecumenical Patriarch of the Orthodox Church 
have issued their first-even joint statement, urging 
action on climate change.

 “The current climate crisis speaks volumes about who 
we are and how we view and treat God’s creation, they 
said. “We stand before a harsh justice: biodiversity 
loss, environmental degradation and climate change 
are the inevitable consequences of our actions, since 
we have greedily consumed more of the earth’s 
resources than the planet can endure.”

“But we also face a profound injustice: the people 
bearing the most catastrophic consequences of these 
abuses are the poorest on the planet and have been 
the least responsible for causing them. We serve a 
God of justice, who delights in creation and creates 
every person in God’s image, but also hears the cry of 
people who are poor. Accordingly, there is an innate 
call within us to respond with anguish when we see 
such devastating injustice.”

“Each of us, individually, must 
take responsibility for the 
ways we use our resources. 
This path requires an ever-
closer collaboration among all 
churches in their commitment 
to care for creation. 
Together, as communities, 
churches, cities and nations, we must change route 
and discover new ways of working together to break 
down the traditional barriers between peoples, to 
stop competing for resources and start collaborating.
 
The statement comes ahead of a UN-sponsored 
conference on climate change called COP26, to be 
held in Scotland in November. The pope plans to 
attend and speak, and has a planned a meeting of three 
dozen religious leaders at the Vatican in October in 
advance of the meeting.

Pope Francis and Abp. Justin have developed a close 
working relationship since their arch-episcopacies 
began at about the same time in March of 2013.

* * *
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Here in The Episcopal Church:

The Diocese of South Carolina has elected a new 
bishop. A special convention has chosen the Rev. Ruth 
Woodliff-Standley  from a slate of five candidates. 

A Mississippi native, she 
currently is canon for 
strategic change for the 
Dioceses of Northwestern 
Pennsylvania & Western 
New York. The diocese has 
been in various forms of 
reconstituting itself since Bp. 
Mark Lawrence broke with 
The Episcopal Church in 2012 over issues of human 
sexuality, and attempted to take diocesan properties 
and funds with him. Courts have ruled against him, 
but his break-away group continues its legal efforts. 
The diocese has been led by provisional bishops since 
then. 

After her election was announced, she addressed the 
electing convention by Zoom and said: “You have 
given a vision of what is possible. It’s a vision I hope I 
can honor. Ours is the call to see the hearts of all the 
people of the world, beginning with one another.”

* * *
Bp. Michael Smith, the former bishop of North 
Dakota, has been named Assisting Bishop of Albany. 
That diocese has been without episcopal leadership 
since Bp. William Love was forced to resign over 
his refusal to allow priests to officiate at same-sex 
wedding if they chose to do so. The diocese’s Standing 
Committee said he “will walk alongside us to provide 
episcopal ministry focusing on Sacramental and 
Pastoral responsibilities” until a new diocesan bishop 
is elected this fall.

Like Bp. Love, Bp. Smith is 
a theological conservative, 
and chairs the Communion 
Partner Steering Committee, 
which works to keep 
theological conservatives 
in the U.S, Canada and 
elsewhere engaged in both 
their local churches and 
with the wider Anglican 
Communion.

“I look forward to discerning and supporting what 

God is doing in the next chapter of the history of the 
Diocese of Albany,” he said.

* * *
The three Episcopal dioceses in the state of Wisconsin 
have begun a “trialogue” about “to explore ways to 
deepen cooperation and coordination,” including 
possibly rejoining.

“Each diocese is experiencing challenges of being 
the church in the 21st century while adapting to the 
challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic,” they said in a 
statement. The three are already worked together by 
co-hosting conferences, clergy gatherings and several 
other events. 

Bp.  Jeffrey Lee, the retired bishop of Chicago who 
serves as provisional in the Milwaukee diocese, said, 
“Three dioceses running entirely separate shops, so to 
speak, in terms of governance structures, things like 
diaconal training programs to commissions on ministry 
to chancellors. … Do we really need to maintain three 
separate versions of all of those things? Could we be 
more efficient?”

The dioceses of Milwaukee, Fond 
du Lac and Eau Claire were all part 
of the Diocese of Wisconsin when 
it was formed in 1847. As the state’s 
population increased Fond du Lac 
was spun off as a separate diocese 
in 1875, serving the northeast part 
of the state. Eau Claire was established in 1928 in the 
northwest, and the Diocese of Milwaukee was the 
renamed to serve the maining southern part of the 
diocese. All three are among the smallest dioceses in 
The Episcopal Church.

It is important to remember that despite all these 
difficulties, and despite the enormous disruption of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the work of the Church – 
globally, nationally, and locally – goes on. We gave 
twice the number of Thanksgiving food baskets 
to LCAC as we did the previous year. As Bp. Susan 
said in her pastoral address to the 226th Diocesan 
Convention in November, “The truth is, there is no 
going back to Church… because we never left the 
Church in the first place.  Worship in person in our 
buildings has been suspended, but worship has not 
stopped.  Church buildings are closed, but the Church 
is not closed.  Ministry across the diocese continues.  
Building community in Jesus’ name continues.”

~Don BRownlee
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PASTORAL UPDATE: NEW SUPPORT GROUPS 
by Rev. Lynn Ronaldi

To enhance pastoral support to those who struggle with transition and loss, Pohick will offer 
two new Support Groups later this Fall and into 2022. 

I have asked Marleen McCabe to co- lead a support group for 
the widowed (both women and men). Starting in November, 
the first several meetings of this weekly group will feature a 
Bible Study entitled “Six Courageous Widows of the Bible.” 
The group will meet on weekdays. 

I’ve asked our new seminarian, Deacon Michele Causton, 
to help launch this vision: the creation of a Military Family 
Support Group for both Pohick and the surrounding 
community. During two Adult Forums in November, 
Michele and I will listen to you and discern specific needs 
(support for spouses of active duty, for veterans, or for 
those who are spiritually and emotionally wounded, etc.) 
This process will involve a brief survey as well as discussion 
groups. We value the input of Pohick newcomers, including 
Navy Chaplain Jere Hinson.
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Fellow Pohickians ---- Fellowship Coffee Hours are a 
very important time at Pohick.  A time for everyone 
to grab a cup of coffee and a snack --- then head 
to a Christian Ed class or stay and chat with fellow 
parishioners and maybe even meet someone new.  
What does it take to provide these Fellowship Coffee 
Hours ??  VOLUNTEERS TO BE THE HOSTS!!!!  
Currently, there is only one Fellowship Coffee Hour 
each Sunday, held between the two church services 
---- so approximately 9:00 am – 10:15 am. 

To make this easy for the volunteers and to encourage 
participation as a volunteer KEEP IT SIMPLE  is 
being stressed. The current guidelines are as follows 
--- coffee and hot tea, bottled water, and packaged 
juice for the beverages, which are all provided by 
the Church.  It is being requested that the snacks 
provided by the volunteer Coffee Hour hosts be pre-

packaged items ---- such as Rice Krispies Treats, 
cookies, snack bags, granola bars, etc.  Snacks can 
also be items prepared at home, but they must be 
individually wrapped or placed in small cups or 
cupcake liners.  PLEASE – only a couple options 
per coffee hour.
Please consider volunteering to be a Fellowship 
Coffee Hour host. This can be a couple, a family, 
two families or individuals working together, or 
even an organization of the church.  The more 
volunteers, the easier it makes it on everyone.  

A sign-up sheet can be found on the bulletin board 
at the bottom of the stairs in the Parish House 
or contact Connie Myers at 703-201-2204 or 
jetskiing@hotmail.com.

Please stop by the Golden Dove gift shop -- the shop 
is once again open.  Stop by Sundays 9:00 - 10:30 am 
or the First Saturday of each month for docent tours 
from 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm, and during special events.

Carol Heintze is the Parish representative and newest 
board member! She is the messenger for parishioners 
to the shop board. Please see Carol with ideas, 
suggestions or questions about the shop.

Special additions to the shop include beautiful 
gemstone crosses and pendants lovingly made by 
fellow parishioner Grant Hodges. Check out the latest 
olive crosses, decorative hearts, boxes, and necklaces 
from Bethlehem, and new gift baskets beautifully 
designed by Vicki Albert with various themes—Fall, 
Get Well and Pohick items. 

Interested in serving as a volunteer at the shop? 
Please contact Donna Crawford at 703/966-6931 or 
Angelsiiilc@aol.com or Pam Nelson at 703/932-2378 
or pjsn28@aol.com

Golden dove Gift Shop




