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CHRISTMAS DAY 

Pohick Episcopal Church • December 25, 2020 
Holy Eucharist Rite II • 9:00 am 

 

Opening Welcome 
 
Prelude Rise up, shepherd, and follow / While shepherds watched their flocks         arr. Mary K. Sallee 

Processional Hymn 87 Hark! The herald angels sing 
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.       p. 355 

People  And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Collect for Purity  

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 

love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Gloria (spoken)             p. 356 

Glory to God in the highest  
and peace to his people on earth.  

Lord God, heavenly King,  
almighty God and Father,  

we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world:  

have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High,  

Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

The Collect for Christmas Day          p. 213 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People  And also with you. 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 

Celebrant Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be 
born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children 
by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

Reader  A Reading from Isaiah (52:7-10)  

How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 
who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; 
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for in plain sight they see 
the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 98 (in unison)  

Cantate Domino 

1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 

3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

Reader A Reading from Hebrews (1:1-12) 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the 
worlds. He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all 
things by his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of 
the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more 
excellent than theirs. 

For to which of the angels did God ever say, 
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"You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you"? 

Or again, 

"I will be his Father, 
and he will be my Son"? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

"Let all God's angels worship him." 

Of the angels he says, 

"He makes his angels winds, 
and his servants flames of fire." 

But of the Son he says, 

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 

And, 

"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like clothing; 

like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 

But you are the same, 
and your years will never end." 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John (1:1-14) 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
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believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 
only son, full of grace and truth. 

Celebrant The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Sermon The Reverend Alex Allain, Assistant Rector                

The Nicene Creed (stand)           p. 358 

Celebrant and People  

 We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 

Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him 

all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy 

Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory 

to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the 

Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one 

holy catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the 

resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

The Prayers of the People Form VI   p. 392 

Reader In peace, we pray to you, Lord God.  (silence) 
 
Reader For all people in their daily life and work; 
People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 
Reader For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 
Reader For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 
Reader For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 
Reader For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 
Reader  For Michael, our presiding bishop; for Susan, Jennifer, and Porter, our bishops; Lynn and Alex, our 
  Priests; and for all bishops and other ministers; 
People For all who serve God in his Church. 
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Reader For the special needs and concerns of this congregation, especially for Kristy Girten, the Nelson 

Family, Penelope Mann, Kenneth Minter, Archie Taylor and family, Erika Knudsen, George Crump, Haydee 

Sparks, Peter Thomas, Tom Murphy, Carole Fischer, Joan Parsons, Adrian McCabe, Willy and Christel 

Lowel, Suzi Scott, Sharon Michel, Bryan Tuccillo, Victoria Sackett, D’Andrea Wooten, Beth Cooke, Joan 

Egan, Bill Hosp, Wendy, Margery, Jack Florio, Tim Dwyer, William Low, Simon Delgado, Stan Coss, 

Patricia Scott, James King, Funmi Oduolowu, Fiona, Harry Petrie, Marsha Tonkin, Raymond Hawthorne, 

Susan Yarwood, Diane, Jim, Mary Hoffman, Jim and Lynn Anderholm, Carol and Glenn Larkin, Sr., Ellen 

Hill, Dr. Will and Tricia Edmonson, Tori Ronaldi, Jackie Geschickter, Cindy Johnston, Tom Bland, Pam 

Botts, Sarah Parfitt, Millie Kiefer, Jim Bloom, and Nancy Bireley.  

 

Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
 
Reader We pray for all first responders who continue to care for the sick and most vulnerable, especially 

for Dr. Kevin Botts, Will Prados, Julie Kiefer, Karen; Laura; Jennifer; Dr. Will Edmonson; Kathe Hannis Clark 

RN, Michelle Alley Sherrod, RN, Alison Brown Tuttle; Sara Mulhern, Nathan Crane, Dr. Susanne Roberts, 

Dr. Richard Yoon, Lindsey Chapman, Taylor Bireley, Chris Johnson, Grace Agar, Lt Anthony Marsico, Jr, 

Dr. Laurie Mortara, Melissa, Laura, Ashley, Avery, Chase, Teddy, Elizabeth Bartkowiak, Davis Sessums, Dr. 

Tony Slavinski, Christian Lavenski RN, Robert Foresman, Alex Foresman, Katie Arnhart, Dr. George 

Smallfield III, Dr. Melissa Smallfield, Patrick Burkey, Dr. John Orona, Dr. Devon Watson, Dr. Megan Sise, 

Dr. Uulana Bodnar, Ashley Nicholson, Kathy Vitale, Christian Ewaskiewicz, RN, Kathy Aagesen; Justin and 

Nora Scot, Susan Plain, Lea Schmitt, Chris Stone, Lisa Keill, Alison Tompkins, Sheriden Floyd RN, William 

Low, Cameron Craig, Christina Petty, RN, Courtney Hayward, RN, Rachel Mazerolle, RN, Dr. Sunmolu 

Beckley, Dr. Maxwell James, Dr. Cameron Webb, Dr. Adrian Ambrose, Funmilayo Onipede, Nicole Habel, 

Haley Sanchez, Funmilayo Abiara, Annie Hammer, Ty Ashworth, Rose Kepnang, Alyssa Craig, Carmen 

Watson, Tom, Bailey, Dr. Alley Ronaldi, Melissa Villamoor, Dr. Dan Derbes III, Danielle Derbes, PA, Anna 

Delania and Tracy Torseth, RNs. 

 

Reader Hear us, Lord; 

People For your mercy is great. 

 
Reader We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
Silence. The people may add their own thanksgivings.  
 
Reader We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 
Reader We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 
Silence. The people may add their own petitions. 
 
Reader Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them;  
People Who put their trust in you. 
 
Reader We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
 
Silence may be kept. 
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Celebrant and People 

 Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; in your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things done and left undone; and so uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of 

life, to the honor and glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

The Peace (stand) 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Per guidelines from the Diocese, The Peace should be shared with a bow, wave, or peace sign. 

 

Announcements (sit) 

 

Offertory  What Child is this with Coventry Carol / Infant holy, infant lowly             Traditional English and 

                 Polish carols, arr. Mary K. Sallee 

 

Celebrant Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. Ephesians 5:2 

Offertory (spoken together) All things come of thee oh Lord. And of thine own have we given thee. 

The Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer B        p. 367 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Celebrant It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the 
Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be 
delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 
 
Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company 
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the 

highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Celebrant We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 

creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 

above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have 
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delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of 

error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 

"Drink this, all of you:  This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many 

for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

 

Celebrant and People 

 We remember his death, 

 We proclaim his resurrection, 

 We await his coming in glory; 

 

Celebrant And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 

your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 

Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his 

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness 

of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country 

where, with the Blessed Virgin Mary and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 

your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 

the Church, and the author of our salvation. 

 By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and forever. AMEN. 

 And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

 

The Lord's Prayer p. 364 

 

 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come,  

  thy will be done,  

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

 Give us this day our daily bread.   

 And forgive us our trespasses,  
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  as we forgive those  

   who trespass against us.  

 And lead us not into temptation  

  but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory,  

  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

  

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;  

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and 

feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

The Invitation 

 

Celebrant The Body of Christ, the bread of heaven. [Amen.] 

 The Blood of Christ, the cup of salvation.  [Amen.] 

 

 
Prayer of Spiritual Communion 

Celebrant and People: 

 Lord Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Sacrament of the Eucharist. I love You above all 

things, and I desire to receive You. Since during this pandemic I cannot receive You sacramentally, 

come spiritually into my heart. I embrace You, knowing that You are already here. I unite my self to 

You and to the entire Body of Christ. Never permit me to be separated from You. Let my hunger and 

longing for your Body and Blood deepen my compassion for others who are hungry, sick, and 

suffering. And as we return to our fellowship one day, we will discern with joy just how precious the 

Body of Christ truly is!”  Amen. 

 

 

 

Blessing 
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Recessional Hymn 105 God rest you merry, gentlemen 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Dismissal   
Priest (Sentence of dismissal) 
People Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude O come, all ye faithful           arr. Mary K. Sallee 
 

Note: Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-711896. All rights reserved. 

 

Celebrant:  The Reverend Alex Allain, Assistant Rector     

Lay Eucharist Minister: Hank Foresman 

Acolyte:  Sophia Herbert 

Pianist:  Carolyn Cockroft 

Soloist:  Pete Kind, baritone 

 
• The Sunday service, Holy Eucharist Rite II, on December 27 will be recorded and available on our website 

shortly after the service ends. Visit our website, pohick.org, for details. 
 

Pohick Episcopal Church 
The Reverend Dr. Lynn P. Ronaldi, Rector 

9301 Richmond Highway • Lorton, VA 22079 • 703-339-6572 • pohick.org 
Home Church of George Washington and George Mason  

Embracing the Past, Welcoming in the Present, Transforming for the Future 


