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“Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away 
the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life, in which your Jesus Christ 
came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 

when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
the quick and the dead, we may rise to immortal life; 

through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.”

This glorious Collect (prayer) catapults us into 
Advent - and not a moment too soon!

There’s something particularly dark about this 
year: a global pandemic rages on, with all its collateral 
damage. We lament this unfamiliar territory, and we 
hope for that glimmer of light that is the promised 
coming vaccine. We are bone-tired of darkness and 
dread the coming winter gloom. We strain toward 
light with all we have.

I don’t know about you, but Christmas lights al-
ready adorn our house, and the tree goes up this week 
as well. And I don’t think I’m alone! On the news and 
everywhere I go, I hear people chuckling and chiding 
themselves for “rushing the season.”

Perhaps we have the right idea. Casting out dark-
ness and putting on light is actually a deeply intuitive 
and spiritual response.

Advent is meant 
to be a deeply reflec-
tive, penitential season 
of hope for the com-
ing of the Christ light. 
We wait for the mys-
tery of the Incarnation 
- the promise of God 
with us always. It is 
a season in which we 
pray for the King of Kings and Lord of Lords to come 
save us. And he does answer - but in a completely 
unexpected and wildly unpredictable way. In the great 

Edie Pitcock (left) and Jane and Fuzzy Thurston
prepped the Stewardship letters mailed in November.

John Sessums gets the banner up for Pohick’s 
Christmas Program and Live Nativity. 

Rev. Lynn baptized the youngest Knotts daughter on All Saints’ Sunday.
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reversal, our King 
comes as a helpless 
Baby, to the humble, 
poor little town of 
Bethlehem.

Perhaps this 
season we can con-
template the mys-
tery of the Incarna-
tion and hope for 
Christ to come in 
an unpredictable 
way once again. To 
turn our topsy turvy 
world right side up. 
By God’s grace, we 

can do as the Collect suggests: “cast away darkness and 
put on light.” How?

First we can name areas of darkness: The despair 
we feel that leads to deeper isolation and a sense of 
defeat. The attitudes that creep up on us and enslave 
us, like anxiety, ingratitude, grumbling, comparisons 
with others, and self-centeredness. Let us cast off this 
darkness that enshrouds the great mystery of the In-
carnation: No matter what, God is with us!

Then we can put on the armor of light. Contem-
plate the hope leading to the joyful birth of Jesus. Take 
advantage of enforced solitude by embracing silence, 
prayer and music that lifts our souls. Even though we 

may not be able to be with family, friends and our 
church community the way we normally would, we 
can experience their presence in “wildly unpredictable 
ways!” We can make extra efforts to make phone calls, 
write meaningful cards and letters, FaceTime, or yes, 
even Zoom. We can be honest about expressing our 
grief and hope to one another.

We can continue to 
reach out in love to the 
poor, sick, suffering and 
alone, as we have been 
doing in record num-
bers at Pohick - through 
food drives, phone trees, 
Thanksgiving baskets, 
Christmas gifts, bake 
sales, and decorations! We 
continue to give thanks 
for clergy, Vestry, lay lead-
ers, and generous parish-
ioners for faithful stew-

ardship. And although state and diocesan gathering 
restrictions prevent traditional celebrations, we can 
choose to respond by embracing the new and simple: 
the drive-up outreach, drive-in fellowship and out-
door youth events, Live Nativity and Petting Zoo, 
Zoom Blue Christmas, and Courtyard Christmas Eve 

Kenny and Adrienne Lewis celebrated a
special All Saints’ Sunday - Kenny and his

three children were baptized!

The Pohick Bell Choir performed socially distanced on All Saints’ Sunday.

The Worship Team performed a
successful baptism on All Saints’ Suday 

despite the rainy weather.

Ellie and George Crump, Ashley Nor-
man, Joe and Brenna Berger,Mike 
Elston, and John Pasour shared their 
stewardship messages in November. 
Please visit pohick.org to listen to them speak!
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As we await Advent and its season of prepara-
tion and perseverance, I give thanks for the faith-
ful dedication of parishioners as we aim to be 
community in new ways. Friday Fellowship has 
continued to gather either in-person or online for 
monthly gatherings, and our October “drive-in” 
movie in the lower parking lot of Pohick was a 
new, neat offering. Much thanks to the Strawder-
man family and Rusty Booth for arranging that 
event!

Coffee ‘n Compline has become a mid-week 
mainstay for fellowship and worship, and it’s been 
sustaining to stay connected through that time to-
gether. Even though we didn’t expect to be apart 
physically for such a stretch, Pohickians have re-
mained committed to maintaining our bonds and 
ministries through these days, and it’s a blessing 
to witness the ongoing encouragement and inno-
vation of our members.

The Alpha Course has been a sign of hope in 
its online offering this fall. Glenn and Christie 
Larkin, along with Beth and Bruce Baird, have 
fostered fellowship and faith formation through 
their hospitality and engagement with this pro-
gram. The preparation and prayer placed into this 
offering have been substantial, and we are grateful 
to draw close to Christ and one another through 
this setting. Our Lord continues to reach out to 
us through this season, assuring us that we are the 
beloved community despite being dispersed at 
this moment.

From the
Assistant Rector
The Reverend Alex Allain

services.
Yes, this Advent, let us cast out darkness and put 

on light. Let’s feed our aching, flagging spirits with 
sights and sounds of love and joy - and embrace the 
promise of the unpredictable.

In Christ’s Love,
Reverend Lynn+

All Sunday Services will be streamed live on the Pohick Facebook page.
Per Diocesan guidelines, only the Worship Team can be allowed inside the 

church. Previous Sunday services can also be viewed from pohick.org.

Femi Ayorinde, Doug Smith, Rodger Jones, and Rev. Alex Allain were a
few of the volunteers that served at Pohick’s first Halloween Drive-through

in October, sponsored by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew.
“Doc” Larry Nelson, who portrayed Dr. William Brown at the

Halloween event, drove through in his modern transport!

Upcoming Events
“Dealing with Loss and Grief in the

Midst of a Pandemic,” an Episcopal Church
Foundation webinar featuring Rev. Lynn and two
others, on their website, episcopalfoundation.org, 

Wednesday, December 2, at noon. 
“Festival of Lessons and Carols” via the Sewanee web-
site, new.sewanee.edu, Sunday, December 6, at 7:00 pm.
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Martha Guild
The Martha Guild thanks all those that 

supported the Thanksgiving Bake Sale. It 
was a huge success! Thanks also to those that 
placed orders for the Holiday Greenery & 
Sweet Treats sale. Drive-
thru pickup date for 
these orders is Monday, 
December 7 in the park-
ing lot next to the Parish House and cemetery 
between the hours of 11:00 am and 1:00 pm. 

The proceeds from both of these outreach 
projects will help continue the mission - 
“Helping Others In Need.”

The next Zoom meeting for the Martha 
Guild is Monday, January 11, 2021 at 7:30 
pm. The link to the meeting will be posted on 
the Pohick website after the first of the new 
year. All women of Pohick are cordially invit-
ed to attend! Any questions about the group 
contact Connie Myers at jetskiing@hotmail.
com or 703-201-2204.

Wishing everyone a blessed holiday - may 
all remain safe and healthy!

Senior Warden’S report
Stew Remaly, Senior Warden

Greetings and blessings to all. As we enter this 
time of celebrating the birth of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, let us all remember how blessed we are 
to have our faith, family, and our church. Even with 
all the challenges during these trying times our par-
ish continues to find new ways to worship together 
and serve those in need. Our clergy continues to lead 
us in new and exciting forms of fellowship. Thanks to 
Reverend Lynn, Reverend Alex, and all the volunteers 
who are preparing for our first ever live Nativity and 
Christmas Eve outdoor services. Though it might be a 
little cold, our hearts will be warmed by the fellowship 
we share during this Christmas season.

Thanks again to Don Cooke, Fuzzy Thurston, 
and the rest of the Stewardship Committee for their 
hard work and leadership during the annual steward-
ship campaign. A big thanks goes out to all who have 
pledged time, talent, and treasure in support of the 
many ministries, daily outreach, and fellowship op-
portunities supported by our Pohick family.

Please don’t hesitate to let the Vestry know what 
is on your mind and how we can better support the 
needs of the parish. If you want to present a formal 
request, the Vestry encourages the use of the Vestry 
Gram as a good process to make sure of a timely re-
sponse.

Contribute to
Jackson-Feild Behavior Health Services

For almost 30 years, the Ann Mason Guild, 
with the generosity of Pohick parishioners, has 
supported the residents of Jackson-Feild Behavior 
Health Services with Christmas gifts. This facility 
is located in Jarratt, Virginia, and began 165 years 
ago as a girls’ orphanage in response to a cholera 
pandemic. It is now a residential psychiatric and 
educational center for both boys and girls.

This is a particularly challenging year for these 
young people, as they are unable to meet with 
their parents. Please consider again helping to 
“create a lifetime memory the children will cher-
ish” by making a check to Ann Mason Guild with 
Jackson-Feild on the memo line. Thanks for the 
contribution, and the Jackson-Field young people 
are very appreciative.

Edie Pitcock organized donations for the LCAC Thanksgiving Baskets.
The Pohick community donated a record 61 baskets this year!
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Dear Pohick Family,
The Herbert family sends 

out a heartfelt “Thank You” 
for all the cards and person-
al words of condolence you 
sent our way following the 
death of my mother, Marilyn Herbert. The kind 
thoughts, offering of prayers, and sharing of pas-
sages from past experiences did much to soothe 
our pained hearts and reminded us of her love of 
God, her church, and her family.

Thank you!
Clint, Lisa, Genevieve and Sophia

As we approach the end of a very trying year, it is a 
good time to reflect on how the pandemic has affected 
our financial situation. Clearly, there is no precedent to 
measure against and no clear picture of when things will 
return to some version of normal and what that will be, 
so I will simply compare this year to an “old normal” 
year.

On the giving side, we have actually done pretty well 
toward keeping up with our historical monthly averages 
as a percentage of our budget, which is $665,000 for 
regular and visitor/newcomer giving, which is referred 
to as plate and pledge. Through July we were closely 
keeping pace with typical performance, having received 
$354,000 or 53.3% of budget versus the 19-year average 
of 54.2%. We have fallen a little further behind during 
the last three months, however, at the end of October 
receipts were up to $486,000, which is about 4.5 per-
centage points or $30,500 below the historical average. 
Other much smaller sources of income, such as facilities 
usage, tourist/visitor donations, country fair proceeds, 
etc., have essentially been zeroed out.   

On the expense side, while costs for some items are 
running below budget like custodial services, music, and 
parish supplies, the big-ticket items such as personnel 
and property expenses are very close to the original bud-
get. Our clergy and staff have proactively adapted to the 
challenges of the pandemic with upgraded internet, web 
site, and audio-visual capabilities. Thankfully, most of 
these expenses have been paid by generous special dona-
tions. Through the end of October, operating expenses 

totaled $561,000, or $47,000 above total operating rev-
enues. In a normal year, a deficit of this size would be 
reduced or eliminated by a surge of year-end giving. We 
will have to wait and see whether that surge materializes 
this year.

The good news is that Pohick received a Small Busi-
ness PPP loan of $92,520 (3 months of personnel costs), 
which we obtained as a safety net back in April and 
which is not included in the above numbers. We have 
followed all the requirements for the loan to be forgiven, 
which we expect to occur by the end of the year. When 
that happens, those funds will be booked as revenue and 
with a hoped-for increase in year-end giving, Pohick 
should be able to balance the annual budget. 

As we look to 2021, it is fairly clear that the present 
situation will continue. With the promise of a  COVID 
vaccine, there is light at the end of the tunnel - what 
we don’t know is the length of the tunnel. Formulating 
next year’s budget is difficult in the present environment. 
Uncertainty on the revenue side is always a challenge, 
but even more so this year. So, it is very important for 
us to have pledges in hand to develop a realistic budget.  
Please send in your pledge as soon as possible. And if 
you are one of the fortunate ones who have not been 
impacted financially by this pandemic, please consider 
trying to give a little extra next year to compensate for 
those who have been negatively impacted.

 
Thank you,
John Pasour, Treasurer

Treasurer’s Update

Golden Dove 
A big thanks to all who supported and vol-

unteered at the Golden Dove gift shop during 
the past year!

Looking forward to being back in business 
again when it’s safe to reopen. There will be a 
lovely assortment of gifts waiting for a new 
home!

God Bless the Golden Dove board, all 
volunteer workers, and the wonderful Pohick 
parishioners who generously support this mis-
sion.
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December Worship Service Schedule

• Wednesday, December 2: Coffee ‘n Compline,
7:00 pm, Zoom

• Sunday, December 6, Holy Eucharist Rite II,
9:00 am, Facebook Live

• Wednesday, December 9, Blue Christmas
Service, 7:00 pm, Zoom

• Sunday, December 13, Morning Prayer Rite II,
9:00 am, Facebook Live

• Wednesday, December 16, Coffee ‘n Compline, 
7:00 pm, Zoom

• Sunday, December 20, Morning Prayer Rite II, 
9:00 am, Facebook Live

• Wednesday, December 23, Coffee ‘n Compline, 
7:00 pm, Zoom

• Thursday, December 24, Outdoor Christmas 
Eve Services, Holy Eucharist Rite II, 3:00 pm 
and 5:00 pm, Pohick Church Courtyard. Per 
Diocesan guidelines, there is a limit to 50 people 
per service. The sign-up sheets will be available 
on the website soon. The 3:00 pm service will be 
streamed live on Facebook.

• Friday, December 25, Christmas Day Service, 
Holy Eucharist Rite II, 9:00 am, Facebook Live

• Sunday, December 27, Holy Eucharist Rite II, 
9:00 am, Facebook Live

• Wednesday, December 30, Coffee ‘n Compline, 
7:00 pm, Zoom

Please email or call the church office with
questions: carmel.hodge@pohick.org or
703-339-6572.

The Charboneau family enjoyed a socially distanced Friday Fellowship Movie 
Night held in October. Watch the website for other Fellowship events.

BLUE CHRISTMAS
December 9 at 7:00 pm

Healing Service via Zoom with
reflective music and readings

Christmas can be a difficult time for many
reasons. Families are separated by death,

distance and divorce. It is hard to celebrate
in the midst of COVID, grief, loneliness.
 and concern for the future. This service

recognizes the difficulties of the season while
acknowledging the hope of Christmas

in the birth of the Christ child.

Please join us for this wonderful,
contemplative service via Zoom. Meditation, 
music, and prayers of consolation and healing
will bring you comfort, hope, and the promise
of something new about to be born. Meeting 
details will be emailed and posted to website.
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In the parable of the talents, Jesus lays out 
the basis for what we now call stewardship - the 
continuation of His ministry on earth after His 
departure. The servants in the parable are not just 
His first century disciples, they represent a con-
tinuum of Christians that stretches for over two 
thousand years and that today includes you and 
me. Through those centuries, each servant has 
been given gifts of time, talent, and treasure, a por-
tion of which Christ means for us to use with the 
assistance of the Holy Spirit to the continuation 
of His mission over the course of our lifetimes.

At Pohick, as has been the case with most 
Episcopal churches, the use of gifts has largely in-
volved face-to-face activities. Think about Break-
fast with Santa, the Christmas Mart, the Country 
Fair, Hodge Podge, Mission Trips - both adult 
and teen, Brotherhood meetings, the Crab Fest, 
Apple Butter, Coffee Hour, and the like. This 
spring, with little or no warning, the requirement 
for social distancing changed all that, creating a 
“New Normal.” How do we accomplish any of 
those things keeping the “New Normal” in mind? 
Let’s think back to the disciples of the first centu-
ry. Their “normal,” just a few years before, had been 
the life of fishermen. When Jesus entered their 
lives, he brought with him a new normal which 
involved teaching, watching firsthand the per-
formance of miracles, the triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem the arrest and crucifixion and then the 
victory over the tomb. Now, he was gone and there 
was another “new normal” - only this time it was 
up to them to develop that new normal. What if 
they had said to heck with it and returned to their 

boats and their nets? And what if we at Pohick 
had said the heck with it? We’ll lock the doors 
and watch the services from the National Cathe-
dral?  We wouldn’t have been the only church, I 
suspect, to have come to that decision and to have 
essentially buried our talent in the ground waiting 
for our master to return.

Of course, that wasn’t the course we took. 
With an iPhone and a tripod, we began to stream 
Sunday services. Zoom allowed us to continue 
teaching and learning. We conducted drive-up 
bake sales. We took on a seminarian. We wired 
our 300-year-old church for sound and picture. 
In short, we continued to be stewards of our gifts 
and to use them to spread the word. Have we 
figured it all out? No, but we will with your help 
and my help. And that is the new normal of stew-
ardship in the year 2020! Of course, as was the 
case for the Christian community of Acts, that all 
comes with a price tag and because we still haven’t 
figured everything out in this “New Normal,” we 
don’t know just what the price tag will be. And 
so, we are asking you to give special consideration 
for your 2021 pledge and if possible, to increase 
your gift of treasure this coming year. Perhaps 
share a slightly higher portion of the treasure that 
is part of the usual gifts provided? The answer this 
year may have ramifications well into the future. 
A score of years hence, will Pohick’s new normal 
continue to be a vibrant church or merely an his-
toric museum?

Yours in Christ,
Fuzzy and the Gang
in Your Stewardship Committee

A Stewardship Perspective for Changing Times: 
So, What is “Normal” Anyway?

For it is just like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted them with his possessions.
To one he gave five talents, to another two talents, and to another one talent - each according to his own ability.

(Matthew 25: 14-15)

After He had said this, they watched as He was taken up, and a cloud hid Him from their site.  (Acts 1:9)

All the believers were together and had everything in common.
Selling their possessions and goods, they shared with anyone who was in need.  (Acts 2:44-45)
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Our diocese gathered for its 
226th Annual Convention in mid-
November, formally starting the 
process to call a new diocesan bish-
op, but failing to pass a budget for 
the first time in recent memory

The Annual Convention is the 
foundational governing body of our 

diocese. It has authority to revise our constitution and 
canons, pass an annual budget, pass policy resolutions and 
elect new bishops. The Convention is 
made up of all clergy canonically-res-
ident in the diocese, and lay delegates 
elected by the vestries of each parish. 

Like so much else in our lives, in-
stead of meeting in person this year, 
the convention met through a Zoom 
meeting. The bishops and staff were at 
the diocesan conference center at Rosslyn; all other clergy 
and delegates were at home or elsewhere. The convention 
was cut from the usual two days to one. Some votes were 
conducted by a pop-up on the Zoom screen; others by an 
email that was specially-coded for security.

Call for a new Diocesan Bishop: Suffragan Bishop 
Susan Goff has been our diocese’s Ecclesiastical Author-
ity since Bp. Shannon Johnson abruptly retired two years 

ago. At last year’s 
convention, she an-
nounced her inten-
tion to call for the 
election of a new 
diocesan bishop. 
That call was made 
formal this year, 

and approved by the convention delegates. The Standing 
Committee will name a group to work with the Presiding 
Bishop’s office on the search. Plans are for election by the 
Convention, and consecration by the Presiding Bishop, 
some time in 2022. That presumably would mean a spe-
cial convention for the election. Bp. Susan repeated her 
previous statements that she intended to work with the 
new bishop through a transition, and retire some time in 
2023.

Budget: The Executive Board had proposed a budget 
that assumed about 15% less giving from parishes to the 
diocese, and cut staff and programs accordingly in order 

to balance it. Funding for work on race and reconciliation 
was increased, but most other programs were cut. A cut in 
the campus ministries program garnered the most impas-
sioned attention. After extensive discussion, the conven-
tion voted by orders – separate votes and tallies from the 
clergy and lay delegate – with a majority needed in both 
orders to pass. It received a majority in neither. It now 
goes back to the Executive Board, which has authority to 
approve it without further action by the Convention.

Resolutions: It was typical in years gone by for con-
ventions to consider a number of policy 
resolutions on hot-button social and 
theological topics, such as the role of 
gays and lesbians in the Church. But the 
last few years have seen a decline in that 
trend. There were only three policy reso-
lutions this year: One to start the process 
of electing a new bishop, one to set up 

a task force to look at ways to enhance the “fairness” of 
virtual meetings of church organizations; and one to set 
guidelines for parental leave for clergy after the birth or 
adoption of a child. The first two were adopted with little 
discussion. The parental leave resolution engendered sig-
nificant discussion and there seemed to be wide support 
for its intent. But it eventually was defeated after some 
questioned how it might interact with existing programs 
that provide disability insurance to new mothers through 
the Church Pension Plan. It likely will be brought back 
next year once these concerns are resolved.

Amendments: Delegates also approved two amend-
ments to the Constitution and Canons. One clarified that 
we are the “Diocese of Virginia,” effectively removing 
the word “Protestant” from our official name. The other 
allows the bishop to name three people to the Execu-
tive Board in the interest of “diversity of race, ethnicity, 
cultural background, gender, age, parish size, skillsets, 
professional expertise, work status (full-time/part-time/
retired), and so forth.”

The convention also heard a report from the task force 
on “Resourcing God’s Mission,” charged with reviewing 
our policies and practices on parish support to the dio-
cese. Its stated goal is to “better utilize our (diocesan) giv-
ing plan to support our shared ministries.”

Most Episcopal dioceses required churches to give a 

Update on iSSUeS in the anglican commUnion
Don Brownlee, Member of Policy and Planning Commission

Continued on page 9
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Update on Issues in the Anglican Communion,
continued from page 9

certain percentage of their plate and pledge income to the 
diocese; ours has a system of voluntary support, called the 
“Virginia Plan for Proportional Giving.” The task force 
expects to present a new “Virginia Plan for Covenantal 
Giving,” where parishes would be required to give ten 
percent of their plate and pledge income to the diocese, 
to next year’s convention.

* * *
Just as our diocese’s convention plans were upended 

by COVID-19, so have plans for the 80th General Con-
vention of The Episcopal Church. It was originally sched-
uled to be held next summer in Baltimore. In June church 
leaders said they were considering postponing it. Now, 
the Presiding Bishop and President of the House of Dep-
uties have formally decided to postpone it until the July, 
2022. The Executive Council 
unanimously consented to the 
decision.

“Like you, we have spent 
the last several months riding 
waves of pandemic news,” Pre-
siding Bishop Michael Curry 
and House of Deputies Presi-
dent Gay Jennings wrote to 
bishops and convention delegates. “Although vaccine tri-
als are reporting new and encouraging results, the United 
States is now gripped by its highest infection rates since 
the pandemic began, and more than a quarter of a mil-
lion Americans have died…. We hope that both vaccines 
and a newly energized response from the federal govern-
ment will begin to ease the pandemic’s grip in 2021, but 
it is unlikely that even highly effective vaccines and robust 
federal intervention would permit us to gather as many as 
10,000 people safely by next summer, as we had originally 
planned.”

The rescheduled convention will be held in Balti-
more, as was originally planned; church leaders repeat-
edly stressed their concerns about the impact that moving 
or postponing the convention will have on the city. 

Just as the Diocesan Convention is the foundational 
governing body of our diocese, the General Convention 
is the foundational governing body of The Episcopal 
Church. It has authority to revise our constitution, canons 
and prayer book, set a budget for the Church and elect a 
presiding bishop. Bp. Michael’s nine-year term ends in 
2024, so plans must begin now to choose a successor. He 

or she will be elected by the 81st General Convention in 
2024.

This is not the first time the General Convention has 
been moved or postponed. It proceeded as scheduled in 
1919 despite the lingering flu pandemic, but shortly after 
our denomination was founded, the Sixth General Con-
vention was postponed a year, until 1799, because a yel-
low fever outbreak in Philadelphia. 

* * *
The Primates of the An-

glican Communion’s churches 
also met by Zoom in Novem-
ber. A two-day meeting with 37 of the Communion’s 41 
primates focused largely on the direct and indirect impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic on the social, economic, 
physical and emotional health of the Communion’s prov-
inces. Officials from the World Health Organization 
briefed them on the status of the pandemic and progress 
toward a vaccine. Their Communique noted “In many 
countries Covid-19 is but one of many plagues including 
those of conflict and cruelty, corruption, environmental 
degradation and natural disaster. We are resolved to fulfil 
our vocation to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ in 
word and deed.”

The second day of their sessions focused on “internal 
matters,” including safeguarding of children and adults, 
and a recent report on failure of the Church of England to 
live up to its responsibilities in this area. They were briefed 
on a long-awaited teaching resource from the Church of 
England’s bishops on human sexuality and relationships, 
called “Living in Love and Faith.” This document will be 
covered in more detail in next month’s Update.

The Primates plan to again virtually next November, 
and in person in Rome in March 2022.

The Primates’ Meeting is one of four “Instruments 
of Communion” of the Anglican Communion, the others 
being the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Lambeth Con-
ference, and the Anglican Consultative Council.

* * *
It is important to remember that despite all these difficulties, and 

despite the enormous disruption of the COVID-19 pandemic, the work 
of the Church - globally, nationally, and locally - continues. Pohick 
gave twice the number of Thanksgiving food baskets to LCAC as we 
did last year. As Bp. Susan said in her pastoral address to the 226th 
Diocesan Convention in November, “The truth is, there is no going 
back to Church...because we never left the Church in the first place. 
Worship in person in our buildings has been suspended, but worship 
has not stopped. Church buildings are closed, but the Church is not 
closed. Ministry across the diocese continues. Building community in 
Jesus’ name continues.”
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In the Mississippi Delta, in one of the poorest, sickest 
counties in the nation, one doctor brought hope to the ut-
terly hopeless, and power to the unimaginably powerless. 

With generations of poverty dating back to the Civil 
War, Tallahatchie County had a median income well be-
low the US poverty level. Seventy percent of Tutwiler’s 
residents lacked health insurance. 

In 1983, Sr. Anne Brooks founded a medical clinic 
that grew to 8,500 patients a year. Patients suffered from 
malnutrition and lack of education; the clinic saw babies 
fed with potato chips and coca cola. For 35 years, Anne 
tirelessly saved lives, not only physically, but in every way

Sr. Anne befriended me when I served Advent, the 
Episcopal church nearby. She put flesh on the image of 
the shepherd who cares for “the least of these.” I was pro-
foundly moved by her vision and dedication -- as well as 
her utter surprise at any recognition. 

60 Minutes and People Magazine interviewed her. 
CBS News named her “Saint with a Stethoscope.” But 
Anne was the last to acknowledge, or even notice, hero-
ism or saintliness. She was genuinely perplexed by acco-
lades. 

Anne insisted it was the poor, sick and powerless who 
showed her the face of Christ and led her to salvation. 
She said, “I receive so much more than I could ever give.” 

In the climactic judgment scene in Matthew’s Gospel, 
Jesus is clear the criteria for eternal life is neither right re-
ligious belief nor moral perfection. Judgment boils down 
to a single criterion: the compassionate care of the poor 
and suffering.  “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the 
least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 

You might think I’m going to say Sr. Anne is one of 
those sheep Jesus will place on his right hand on judg-
ment day. While that may be the case, there’s so much 
more at stake here!

It would be easy to read Matthew’s take on judgment 
and miss the really good news. In this passage see sheep 
and goats being separated for eternity. We could interpret 
this as a humanitarian call to work on behalf of the poor 
and underserved. Subsequently, we might see salvation as 
something we achieve – or lose -- in the final judgment. 

On the contrary, Scripture indicates that eternal life 
is not something we earn, but something we discover – 

often when we least expect it! 
Notice the righteous “sheep” are surprised to realize 

when they cared for the little ones, they were caring for 
the King of Creation! They are stunned when the King 
says, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 
for when I was hungry, you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcome me…I was sick and you took care of me...”

With wonder the righteous ask: “Lord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and 
gave you something to drink?...And when was it that we saw 
you sick and in prison and visited you?”

The righteous simply, freely share who they are and 
what they have, without agenda, calculation or expecta-
tion. They are often surprised by their own healing in the 
process.

Sr. Anne is one of these. There are countless stories of 
her legendary ministry. Cindy Herring, a parishioner who 
was the clinic’s administrative assistant, tells the story of 
one of her first patients, who had a broken leg. A floor in 
the patient’s home had rotted, and she’d fallen through. 
Anne not only mended the woman’s leg; she drove over 
rutted roads to the house, examined the damage, and 
found the labor and resources to repair it. 

As Cindy put it, “She became so involved with people 
that she forgot about herself.” 

Our daughter Alley once completed a medical ro-
tation under Sr. Anne’s supervision at the Clinic. She 
echoed that quality of Anne’s selflessness.

Sr. Anne educated her patients, believing they had it 
within them to heal. She initiated other efforts to help 
people discover hope, including a GED program, adult 
literacy program, and Community Center. She initiated 
a Habitat for Humanity that built 39 houses. Her care 
covered body, mind and spirit. 

“In spite of what the dictionary says, I spell ‘wholistic’ 
with a W,” Anne told CBS. “If a patient falls and breaks a 
leg because the floor can’t be fixed, I get it fixed, and find 
the money. Look at what Christ does: he goes off healing 
people, and then what does he do? He goes off and prays 

Spiritual Reflection
Sermon from Christ the King Sunday: Discovering the Surprise of Eternal Life!

By The Reverend Dr. Lynn P. Ronaldi, Rector 

Continued on page 11



Pohick Episcopal Church December 2020 • Page 11

all night long…Prayer and healing, praying and sharing 
power, go together.”

Matthew insists Christ’s saving power is not like 
worldly power. Christ’s kingdom is not like the kingdoms 
of this world. As shepherd king, Christ does not wield the 
power of the rich and royal over the poor and suffering. 
His is the power of a humble shepherd: a love that freely 
gives, knows no limit, and seeks no gain.

Matthew takes pains to link the Old and New Tes-
tament images of God. In the Old Testament, we con-
sistently find the image of a benevolent, loving, merci-
ful God. Beginning with Hebrew prophets like Ezekiel, 
Scripture imagines a God who cares for his people as a 
shepherd tends his flock. 

Likewise, New Testament passages portray a shep-
herd who goes after the last coin, the lost sheep, the prod-
igal son. A shepherd who forgives and mercifully places 
his sheep on his right hand. 

So, how do we reconcile this comforting image of a 
divine shepherd’s love and mercy with the jarring image 
of final judgment at the end of Matthew’s chapter 25 pas-
sage? 

First, let’s examine Jesus’ condemnation of goats. 
Aren’t we all afraid of being designated goats? Don’t we 
fear God’s judgment and condemnation, our self-cen-
teredness exposed by the light? 

And it doesn’t calm our fears when we hear: “Truly 
I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 
you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal 
punishment, but the righteous to eternal life.”

Fr. Ron Rolheiser imagines a different take on judg-
ment. Instead of fearing shortcomings will be exposed in 
glaring light, Rolheiser suggests theologian Karl Rahner’s 
image. For Rahner, the agent of judgment will not be 
God’s piercing light, as much as God’s enduring love. We 
will be embraced by a love so unconditional and gracious, 
that we will recognize all that is self-centered. We will 
also see all that is self-less. As St. Therese of Lisieux fa-
mously said, “Punish me with a kiss!” On judgment day, we 
will be loved in a way that will make us painfully aware of 
our sin - even as we know how we are loving and beloved. 

It seems the righteous do not have to strive to achieve 
a place in the Kingdom. Our Divine King is not looking 
for calculated efforts to create or protect an image, or earn 
a place at his right hand. He is looking for a natural over-
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flowing of love that gushes out of the heart. Love that 
expects no recognition. Love that freely gives power away. 
Love that forgets self.  

During a recent stewardship talk, newcomer Ashley 
Norman said she’d discovered selfless love at Pohick. As 
a former prosecutor, she’d been jaded by the worst of the 
worst. During the pandemic, she’d lost hope. With tears, 
she said she was truly renewed when she encountered 
Christ’s love here: during a recent Food Drive, she was 
surprised and moved at the generous outpouring of love.

Edwardene reported Pohick’s recent Thanksgiving 
Basket Outreach this week doubled from last year! And 
as we approach Christmas, we will have several more op-
portunities to reach out to the throngs of pandemic vic-
tims.

In the coming Advent season, perhaps we can hope 
and wait for Christ’s coming with hearts free of fear. 
Overflowing with love, we will freely serve the least of 
these. We will discover ways to give away power: the 
power of selfless love and compassion. And we too will 
be surprised by the renewal, salvation and healing we en-
counter in the process! Amen. 

Edie Pitcock gets help from Mason Botts (left) and Doug Smith during the
LCAC Thanksgiving Basket Drive-Through on November 21.
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